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History didn’t happen along the 
Interstate: the Good Roads 

Movement, Named Highways, 
and State Historic Sites



The Bicycle Revolution



Equality & the Bicycle



League of American Wheelmen



1893: Petitions for highway funding gathered by 
Albert Pope  Office of Road Inquiry



Private  & Civic road improvements



Named highways – Bankhead, Jefferson…
Eisenhower Birthplace



Transcontinental Motor Convoy, 1919
Eisenhower Birthplace



Blue Book Vol 7 , 1920



Texas State Highway Department, 1923 
Federal Highway Act, 1926



Road building

Shell, macadamized, 
plank, asphalt/tar, brick

Donate one week’s of 
labor or voluntary tax



New on top of the old
Wise County near Chico, Hwy 24 supplants Butterfield Stagecoach route

Butterfield 
Overland Mail and 
Stagecoach 
Company Route

New Highway 24



Private v. Public controversies



Traversing the highways



Traversing the highways – The Green Book



Traversing the highways – The Green Book



The interstate system 

"The old convoy had started me 
thinking about good, two-lane 

highways, but Germany had made me 
see the wisdom of broader ribbons 

across the land." – Dwight Eisenhower



Named highways intersect state historic sites



Jefferson Highway: US 69 (US 2, 1917)



Jefferson Highway: Eisenhower State Park, 
Eisenhower Birthplace, Sam Rayburn, Cooper 

Lake SP, Lake Bob Sandlin SP, Daingerfield SP, 
Caddo Lake SP, Starr Family Home



Jefferson Highway: A local sample tour



Jefferson Highway: A sample tour 
(early alignment)



Jefferson Highway: A sample tour 
(1924 alignment)



North Texas Road: US 82 (SH 5, 1917)



North Texas Road: Texas Political History Tour

Eisenhower, 
Sam Rayburn, 

Sam Bell 
Maxey, and 
John Nance 

Garner 
houses 



North Texas Road: A regional tour sample



King of Trails: US 75 (SH 2 & US 8, 1917)



King of Trails: Eisenhower SP, Eisenhower BP 
SHS, Confederate Reunion Grounds SHS, Fort 
Parker SP,  Washington on the Brazos SHS, 

Fanthorp Inn SHS, San Felipe SHS, San Jacinto



Abilene Public Library
Amazon.com 
Archives.org
Army Corps of Engineers
Boyce Ditto Library
Carol Scrivner Richards collection
Dallas Historical Society
David Rumsey Map Collection
Eisenhower Presidential Library
Federal Highway Administration
Good Roads Magazine, 1892 and 1907
Library of Congress
Lincoln Highway Association

Oklahoma Historical Society
Perry Castaneda Library
Portal to Texas History
Red River Historian
Texas State Library
Texas Department of Transportation
Texas General Land Office
Texas Historical Commission
Texas & Pacific Archive
Texas Parks and Wildlife
Texoma Connect
University of Alabama Archives
Wang Xueying CGTN news

Sources



Bring the family!

Eisenhower Birthplace State Historic Site
609 Lamar Street, Denison, Texas
Tuesday – Saturday: 9am to 5 pm

Sunday: 1 pm to 5 pm
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